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Dear Members,

We would like to report on the 59th Regular Conference of the Korean Society for
Indian Studies (KSIS) and the Joint Conference of the KSIS and the Institute of Indian
Studies (IIS), Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (HUFS), which was held on
Saturday, 13 December 2025, at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies.

The conference was organized under the theme “Indian Studies: Exploring and
Challenging New Paradigms.”

The conference consisted of two sessions.

Session 1, chaired by Jaejin Jang (Tongmyong Univ.), featured the following
presentations: “A Study of Pakistan’s Capital Selection Process at the Time of
Independence and Its Implications” (Presenter: Minha Shin, SNU:; Discussant: Choonho
Lee, HUFS), and “Excluding Immigrants, Embracing Populism? Education as a
Moderator in the Anti-Immigration Attitudes—Populist Attitudes Nexus in India”
(Presenter: Jinwon Han, HUFS: Discussant: Jongwan Baik, Korea Univ.).

Session 2, chaired by Jieun Lee (Sejong Univ.), was organized as a special session for
presentations by research groups supported by the National Research Foundation of
Korea (NRF) Academic Journal Support Program. Research Group 1 presented “A
Study on the Historical Significance of the Bengal Renaissance: Focusing on Its
Influence on the Emergence of National Consciousness” (Presenters: Myungnam Kang,
HUFS-Minha Shin, SNU). Research Group 2 presented “The Dual Effects of Depression
on Conventional and Unconventional Political Participation in India: Moderating Effect



of Gender” (Presenters: Jinoh Kim, HUFS:Jinwon Han, HUFS). Research Group 3
presented three papers: “The Emergence of Dalit Narratives in Tamil Cinema in the
2000s” (Presenter: Boram Yoon, JNU), “The Great Transition of Caste: Aspirations and
Constraints of Social Mobility among Higher-Educated Dalit Youth” (Presenter: Yeonjin
Sang, HUFS), and “Rewriting Myth and Deconstructing the Caste Order: Focusing on
Amish Tripathi’'s Ram Chandra Series” (Presenter: Dongwon Lee, HUFS).

A large number of participants remained until the end of the conference, and each
presentation was followed by insightful questions and lively discussions, providing a
valuable opportunity to reflect on the current state and future directions of Indian
Studies. Following the academic sessions, the Annual General Meeting was held,
during which reports on the society’s administration and finances were presented and
approved.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the IIS at HUFS, our co-host
institution, for its invaluable cooperation in ensuring the smooth organization of the
conference. We also extend our heartfelt thanks to all presenters and discussants
who contributed their time and expertise, as well as to all KSIS members who offered
continuous support and encouragement throughout the preparation process.

Lastly, the KSIS operates through the interest and support of its members.
Information regarding annual membership fees and donations is available on the
society’'s website. As a designated donation organization, the KSIS also issues
donation receipts eligible for year-end tax deductions.

As we welcome the year 2026, we wish all our members good health and continued
success in both their personal lives and academic endeavors. The Korean Society for
Indian Studies will continue to provide venues for scholarly exchange and reflection
and remain committed to the advancement of Indian Studies. We look forward to
your continued interest and active participation in the society’s academic activities.

Yours sincerely,

Lee Dong-Won
General Secretary, KSIS
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