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Report for the 41%" Regular Conference of the Korean Society for Indian Studies

The Korean Society for Indian Studies held its 41* Regular Conference on Saturday, December 10",
2016, at the Faculty Building I of Hankuk University of Foreign Studies(HUFS), Seoul. In accordance
with the 125" anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s birth, the Conference was prepared around the
theme of “B.R. Ambedkar and Indian Society”. In addition, a photograph exhibition on Dr.

Ambedkar, provided by the Indian Cultural Centre, was also held at the venue.

The Opening Remarks was delivered by Prof. Geun Dong Lim, President of the Korean Society for
Indian Studies, followed by Welcoming Remarks of Prof. Eun-gu Lee, Director of the Institute of
Indian Studies, HUFS. In addition, Prof. Tae-jin Koh announced the opening of a new institute, the
Institute of Indian Languages and Culture Studies at BUFS. In appreciation of the support of the
Indian Government and Embassy during the past two years, the Society presented a Plaque of
Gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Vikram Doraiswami, Indian Ambassador to Korea, who delivered a

short speech of acknowledgement.

The Conference itself was comprised of three panels of total seven presentations, led by Professors
Jwa-Heum Baek(Gyungsang National University), Han-Sang Lee(Youngsan University), and Yong-
sik Hwang(Independent scholar), with the titles of ‘Celebratory Panel for the 125" Anniversary of Dr.
Ambedkar: Ambedkar and Indian Society,” ‘Corporations and Society of India,” and ‘Yoga and

Asceticism.’

In the first panel concentrated on Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy, Prof. Kyung-son Kang(KNOU), Prof.
Jeongseok Park(Mokpo National University), and Mr. Kaushal Kumar(JNU) discussed their current
research on the Indian constitution as well as peripheral peoples and castes. CSR(Corporate Social
Responsibility) and FDI(Foreign Direct Investment), two relevant topics in contemporary India, were
the subject matters of the second panel, presented by Professor Woo-sung Kim(Konkuk U) and Dr.
Yujin Ahn(SERI). The presentations of the third panel discussed logics in Indian philosophy by Drs.
Pilsecop Ahn(Dongguk U) and Chunghwan Seong(Dongguk U). With discussions following each
presentation by Professors Moon Hyun Koh(Soongsil U), Ji-Eun Lee(HUFS), Hriday Narayan(HUFS),
Eung-ki Kim (BTN Inc.), Misu Kim(HUFS), Jun-bo Shim(Dongguk U) and Hyong-chol Kang(Dongguk
U), the papers presented engaging material to the participants, and we hope to see them in

published form in the near future.

Following the conference, the Regular Meeting for members was moderated by Hawon Ku, General
Secretary of the Society. Dr. Lim also presented plaques of appreciation to the General Secretary
and Drs. Jieun Lee(Officer for Research) and Chae-sung Jeong(Chief Editor, JSIS). In addition to a
report for the past year’s activities (please refer to attached file), the new president of the Society
was elected after recommendations, discussions, and votes. We thank Professor Geo Lyong Lee

(Sun Moon U) for accepting the position for the following two years, from 2017 to 2019.



We would like to thank the Indian Embassy of Seoul and the Indian Cultural Centre for their support
of the conference, as well as the Institute of Indian Studies, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies,
and the Institute of Indian Language and Culture Studies, BUFS. We also applaud the efforts of Dr.
Jieun Lee, Officer of Research, for organization of the program. Most of all we thank all participants
of the conference, as well as scholars and students who gathered from various universities to listen
and contribute to the proceedings. We look forward to seeing your work in the new issue of the
Journal of Indian Studies, to be published in May 2017, and hope to meet you at our 42™ Regular

Conference, planned for June 2017. Thank you,
Hawon Ku

General Secretary

Korean Society for Indian Studies
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Commemorative Photograph of 41% Regular Conference of KSIS

6™ from left, front: Professor Geun-dong Lim (President of KSIS), His Excellency Mr. Vikram Doraiswami (Indian Ambassador)
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Exhibition of Photographs of Dr. Ambedkar (Photos provided by Indian Cultural Centre)
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Opening Remarks, Professor Geun-dong Lim
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Presentation of Plaque of Gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Vikram Doraiswami
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Words of Acknowledgement, His Excellency Mr. Vikram Doraiswami

2 1. 84 wa(Es), WEE La(Ae]), Aed A (EE)

Panel 1. Professors Kyong-son Kang, Jwaheum Baek, Moon Hyun Koh
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Panel 1. Professors Jeongseok Park, Jwa-Heum Baek, Ji-Eun Lee
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Panel 1. Professors Kaushal Kumar, Jwa-heum Baek, Hriday Narayan
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Panel 2. Professors Eung-ki Kim and Woo Sung Kim
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Panel 2. Professors Hansang Lee, Misoo Kim, Yujin Ahn
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Panel 3. Professors Pilseop Ahn, Yong-Sik Hwang, Jun-bo Sim
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Panel 3. Professors Chung-hwan Seong, Yong-sik Hwang, Hyong-Chol Kang




